








 

     

 
  

 

UNFPA MOURNS PASSING OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
          

        With profound sadness, UNFPA, the United 
Nations Population Fund, announces that its 
Executive Director, Dr. Babatunde Osotimehin, 
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SDGs Student Photo Contest 2017 - Call for Applications!! 

 

        UNIC Tokyo will be organizing the Student 
Photo Contest along with Sophia University and 
also special cooperation from Getty Images 
Japan.  
Following the success of last year’s contest, 
which amassed a total of 624 entries from 47 
countries as far and wide as Afghanistan and 
Brazil, UNIC is running the photo contest once 
again to promote awareness of SDGs among 
students worldwide; we are encouraging 
participants to choose one or more of the 17 
SDGs that interests them most, and express what 
it means to them through a photograph.  
This year, we have added new awards such as the 
TOGETHER Award and the Concept Award. 
We would truly appreciate the cooperation and 
support of other UNICs and UN-related offices to 
spread our ongoing project. 
❖ Deadline:  Wednesday 30 August 2017 
[ Announcement of Results & Awards Ceremony: 
24 October 2017/UN Day ] 
❖ Qualifications: College and undergraduate 
students, graduate students, vocational school 
students (Applicants can be of any nationality) 
❖ Awards (subject to change depending on 
content and number of applications):      
・Grand Prize (Foreign Minister’s Award) 1 
Prize 
・Award of Excellence                   3 Prize 

・Special Award (TOGETHER Award)    1 
Prize 
・Special Award (Concept Award)         1 Prize 

・Award of Recognition   

❖ Judges: 
Leslie Kee, Photographer 
Akira Ono, Photo and Multimedia Editor, The 
Asahi Shimbun 

Yuichi Kimura, Comedian, YOSHIMOTO 
CREATIVE AGENCY CO., LTD. 
Hiroaki Mizushima, Professor, Department of 
Journalism, Sophia University 
Mark Garten, Chief of the UN Photo Unit, Audio-
Visual Services Section, DPI 
❖ Judging Panel for the TOGETHER Award:  
Representatives from the ILO, IOM, UNHCR, 
UNIC Tokyo, UNICEF and UNU 
❖ Judge for the Concept Award:  
Getty Images Japan  
❖ Prize Money and Goods: presented by 
organisers, special cooperating partner, other 
cooperating partners 
SDGs Student Photo Contest 2017 (Official 
Site): 
https://communityassignments.gettyimages.com/e
n/community-assignments/sdgs_2017/the-
brief#.WQhIdROLS70 
 
UNIC Tokyo - SDGs Student Photo Contest 
2017 Press Release: 
http://www.unic.or.jp/news_press/info/24153/?lan
g=en 
❖ Organisers: UNIC Tokyo, Sophia University 

❖ Special Cooperation: Getty Images Japan 

❖ Endorsed by: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Japan, Global Compact Network Japan (GC-NJ), 
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), 
Japan Civil Society Network on SDGs 
❖Cooperating Partners: Fast Retailing Co., 
Ltd., Nikon Corporation, SIGMA Corporation 
❖ Media Partner: The Asahi Shimbun 
For further queries, please contact Ms. Yasuko 
Senoo (sdgphotocon@gmail.com) 
Or Tel: +81-3-5467-4451 
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The secretary-general 

-- 
MESSAGE ON THE INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST DRUG 

ABUSE AND ILLICIT TRAFFICKING 
 
   

Last year, at the 
UN General Assembly 
Special Session on the 
World Drug Problem 
(UNGASS), the 
international 
community took steps 
to mobilize a 
multifaceted, collective 
response to the full 
range of issues related 
to drug abuse and illicit 
trafficking. Governments came together to chart a 
new path forward that is more effective and 
humane, and leaves no one behind.     

UNGASS was a ground-breaking moment that 
provided a detailed and forward-looking blueprint 
for action. Together, we must honour the 
unanimous commitments made to reduce drug 
abuse, illicit trafficking and the harm that drugs 
cause, and to ensure that our approach promotes 
equality, human rights, sustainable development, 
and greater peace and security.   

I know from personal experience how an approach 
based on prevention and treatment can yield 
positive results. As Prime Minister of Portugal, I 
used the flexibility afforded by the three 
international drug control conventions to introduce 
non-criminal responses to the possession of drugs 
for personal use. Greater resources were allocated 
to prevention, treatment, and social reintegration 
programs, including harm reduction measures.  

Portugal now has one of 
the lowest death rates for 
drug use in Europe. In 
2001, Portugal had the 
highest rate of HIV 
amongst injecting drug 
users in the region; since 
the introduction of the 
new policy, this rate, and 
rates of all sexually 
transmitted diseases, 
have decreased 

dramatically. Overall drug use rates have also 
fallen.   

I am proud of these results and hope this 
experience will contribute to the discussion and 
encourage Member States to continue exploring 
comprehensive and evidence-based solutions.  

The UNGASS follow-up process provides us with 
an institutional framework to learn from each 
other and share best practices. It is vital that we 
examine the effectiveness of the War on Drugs 
approach, and its consequences for human rights.   

Despite the risks and challenges inherent in 
tackling this global problem, I hope and believe 
we are on the right path, and that together we can 
implement a coordinated, balanced and 
comprehensive approach that leads to sustainable 
solutions.  

This would be the best possible way to implement 
the UNGASS recommendations and to have a 
positive impact on the lives of millions of people 
around the world. 

  
 




